
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2016/17 
Thank you for making us a club of champions: our members have again stepped up this 
season and have worked hard to reach their goals - we must continue to work as a team. 
Petone Rowing Club’s strength comes from our unity as a Club. 
 
The dedication of our Committee members has been outstanding: Raewyn Curtis 
(Treasurer), Martha McAnallen (Secretary), David Hanley (Vice-Secretary), Greg Stothers 
(Vice-President), Guy Aitchison (Club Captain), Andrew Bird (Vice-Club Captain), Colin 
Rofe, Matt Dyer (retired), Martin Davies (retired), Madeline Devery (co-otped), and Axel 
Dickinson (co-opted). 
 
Ruby Willis and Ella Pudney were elected, but due to other commitment were unable to 
participate on the Committee. 
 
The efforts of our volunteer coaches ensures our athletes can be the best: Andrew 
Bird, Tracey Gardiner, Axel Dickinson, Tom Walsh, Matt Dyer, Peter Rowbotham, and Ross 
Collinge. 
 
Our parent / adult volunteers have tirelessly helped behind the scenes: Phillipa Argue 
and Paul Coles, Peter and Martha McAnallen (towing boats), John Hitchcock (boat repairs), 
Kyra Jones, Fiona Harris, Fiona Burney, Matt Dyer (Club Kit), Kevin Stevenson (towing 
boats and repairs). Rolf Feinston. Apologies if I have left anyone off the list. 
 
CLUB MANAGEMENT: 
We knew at the start of the season that we were moving into a rebuilding phase and placed 
a big focus on the recruitment of novice rowers. 
 
Thanks to a structured Learn To Row programme we saw an influx of novice men and 
women into the Club. 
 
The return of Axel Dickinson to the Club saw a renewed focus on our two main core beliefs 
1) the importance of grassroots rowing, and 2) taking a hard nosed attitude towards training. 
Axel introduced a challenging indoor programme which has seen significant improvements in 
athletes ergs scores and a number of World Records 
 
The Committee contributes the Club’s ongoing successes and growth to taking a holistic 
approach to membership. Membership numbers are up from 150 2015/16 season to 162 for 
2016/17. Increases are attributed to the LTR and Masters programmes. 
 
We have continued to try and foster a club culture, which is inclusive of our entire 
membership. 
 
 
 



BUILDING & EQUIPMENT: 
We have continued to promote water safety around the Club and hosted a Capsize Drill at 
the Naenae pool for the third year - members’ were shown the safe way to exit/re-enter a 
boat in the event of a capsize. A number of Coaches and volunteers have also attended 
Wellington Rowing Association Coach Boat courses. TRacey Gardiner and Matt Dyer 
attended the Central RPC talent camps as coaches. Petone Rowing Club hosted a two day 
regional coaching session in the members room. Andrew Bird and Axel Dickinson have been 
selected to attend the Rowing New Zealand COnference in May. 
 
The Seashore Cabaret has continued to thrive and the Club has continued to successfully 
manage this arrangement. Greg Stothers’ works hard behind the scenes to ensure this 
relationship functions well, and I am very thankful of his efforts. 
 
We engaged CERTA engineering to complete a Seismic Strengthening report. Members of 
the Club committee have met with a representative of the Hutt Council on site, and 
confirmed the approach required by the Council regarding permits, and aspects of the 
strengthening desirable on the sea-side of the building. The general approach was agreed, 
and requirements for detailed drawings discussed. 
 
An architect has now been engaged, and drawings are expected to be completed in 
June/July depending on workload. These will be submitted to the Council immediately for 
approval. 
 
FINANCIAL CONTROL: 
Control systems: As the Club is an Incorporated Society it’s accounts are audited on a 
regular basis. All meetings are minuted and a formal constitution provides overarching 
principles. 
 
We are seeking to improve on the ways in which we manage and collect annual membership 
dues by introducing a Membership Coordination function as part of the Assistant Secretary 
role. 
 
Our Novice Women's Squad fundraised with a Movie Night towards attending their National 
Championships this raised $900. 
 
The Club assisted our New Zealand Representatives by organising a Quiz Night and Meet 
the All Blacks evening in July 2016, which raised $2500. We also provided grants to Beth 
Ross, Philip Wilson and James McAnallen. 
 
Our Masters Squad have donated money to assist the formation of a hardship grant to 
support one of our junior members struggling to pay for her fees. Within about an hour the 
squad raised over $1000. 
 



The Club also assisted Alice Wright to attend the National Championships after illness 
meant one of the crew members needed to pull out at the last minute. 
 
PROMOTION OF THE CLUB: 
Media:  

● We are regularly featured in the Hutt News this year. Coverage focused on our 
indoor record successes, and the successes of the Club women's squad. 

 
Awards 
We have been named finalist for the Hutt Valley Sports Awards in the following categories 

● Young Volunteer of the year (Tom Walsh) 
● Team of the year (Women's squad) 
● Coach of the year (Axel Dickinson) 

 
Online: 

● We have continued to update our website to www.petonerowing.club this site 
provides a great source of information for our rowing community.  

● We have an active Facebook page which is updated on a regular basis with Club 
news and information. 

● We use Facebook group pages to communicate with squad members to arrange 
training and communicate club news and information. 

● We have distributed three Club newsletters via email 
 
Events: 

● We hosted our 5th annual pizza night and farewelled Caitlyn and Abby (who both 
accepted USA scholarships) (August 2016) 

● We hosted our annual capsize drill at naenae pool (October 2016) 
● We hosted our Christmas function which coincided with Izzy’s marathon world record 

attempt (December 2017). 
● We hosted a large cocktail / formal prize giving with over 90 past and present 

members celebrating this year’s successes (May 2017). 
 
Sponsorship: 

● King Toyota Lower Hutt - kindly donated the use of a tow vehicle for getting our trailer 
to/from major regattas. 

● Lisa and James Short kindly donated a tent for use at regattas. 
● Shovels and brooms were kindly donated. 

 
Engagement with other clubs: 

● Petone Rowing Club has strong and consistent representation at Wellington Rowing 
Association meetings, with David Hanley acting at Health and Safety Officer and 
Caroline Robertson as Secretary. 



● We engage with other clubs regionally and took part in regional composite crews with 
Horowhenua, Wellington, Star, Wairau, Porirua and Clifton at the NI/NZ Club 
Championships, NZ Masters Championships, and World Masters Games. 

● We have regular training camps and share facilities with Union and Horowhenua. 
 
I would like to make some personal thank yous  

● Greg Stothers - for your ongoing dedication and efforts with the building and assisting 
with the seismic strengthening - thank you for your leadership in this space, and 
thank you for our regular catch ups. 

● Raewyn Curtis - you have done an amazing job untangling the Club’s finances and 
streamlining our processes - thank you for the hours of work you put into this each 
day/week. 

● Colin Rofe and Martha McAnallen thank you for your ongoing commitment and 
leadership efforts to the Club - you both contribute so much from a governance 
perspective, and provide valuable insights. 

● Kyra Jones - for your help in managing the Masters Squad, you have been a huge 
help with getting this squad organised, your departure has left a big hole in this area, 
but it’s been great to see Fiona Harris and others step up into this space. 

● The masters squad in general are excellent at assisting around the Club and are an 
undervalued asset to the Club - thank you for all the small things that you get done 
from boat maintenance to building work, Phillipa who sweeps and cleans the 
women's changing rooms (nearly every week), Paul Coles who tows our trailers and 
organises boat loading, Kevin for arranging the WOF and regos on the trailers, and 
everything else. 

● John Hitchcock - thank you for the time and effort you put into making sure boats and 
equipment are good working order. We are extremely lucky to have someone with 
your talents involved with the Club. 

● Guy and Andrew - the Club is thriving. Thank you for the hours that you have poured 
into the Club to ensure we are able to operate. You are not thanked enough for your 
efforts. 

● Tom Walsh - Thank you for stepping up and providing leadership to the Novice Men's 
Squad. 

● Axel - Thank you for your time and unsurmountable efforts you put into the Club. You 
have worked hard to renew the focus on  

● Tracey -  your passion for moving the club forward with the development of the Learn 
to Row programme has been fantastic. 

● All of our parent helpers and volunteers that attend regattas and support our 
members.  

● My family (Stewart) - thanks for providing me with the time and flexibility to contribute 
to Petone Rowing Club. The Administration of the club is rewarding, but extremely 
demanding. When I (and the other administrators, Coaches and Volunteers) 
contribute to the administration of the club we are taking time away from our families 
and our partners  - these are people that let us spin many plates at once and are the 
unsung heroes of PRC. 



 
I hope you all feel proud of what you have achieved together on the water (and off the water) 
and will continue to wear our club colours with pride! 

 
Caroline Robertson 
President, Petone Rowing Club 
09 May 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



ON/OFF WATER PERFORMANCES (May 2016 - May 2017) 
Awards 
FINALIST Hutt City Sports Awards 2017 Coach of the Year (Axel Dickinson) 
FINALIST Hutt City Sports Awards 2017 Young Volunteer of the Year (Tom Walsh) 
FINALIST Hutt City Sports Awards 2017 Team of the Year (Women's Squad) 
 
International regatta 
2016 Henley Royal Regatta, Henley, United Kingdom, Mens Senior 4- (T. O’REILLY, P. 
O’REILLY, J. SAUNDERS, E. CADE) 
 
NZ Elite, U21 and Junior Regattas 
2017 North Vs South Series (Karapiro) 8+ (I. Ahearn) 
2016 World U23 Championships (Rotterdam Netherlands) 4+ (P. Wilson) GOLD 
2016 World U23 Championships (Rotterdam Netherlands) 4-  (J. McAnallen) BRONZE 
2016 World U23 Championships (Rotterdam Netherlands) 8+ (B. Ross) 
2016 World Cup 3 (Poland) 2- (A. Dickinson) 
2017 World Olympic Qualifying Regatta 4- (A. Dickinson) 
2016 Olympic Games (A. Dickinson) 
 
Regional Performance Centre (Central) members for 2016/17 
Erin-Monique O’Brien (retired) 
James McAnallen 
Beth Ross 
Ella Pudney 
Troy O’Reilly 
Lucy Bird 
Axel Dickinson (retired) 
Phillip Wilson 
 
New Zealand Summer Squad for 2016/17 
Beth Ross 
 
New Zealand squad trials (March/April 2017) 
Beth Ross (Elite / U23 trial) Selected for U23 
Phillip Wilson (U23 trial) Selected for U23 
Izzy Ahearn (NI U18 trial) Selected for NI U18 
Laura Feinson (U19 trial) 
Ruby Willis (U21 trial) Selected for U21 
Abbie Pritchard (U21 trial) 
Lucy Bird (U23 / U21 trial) Selected for U21 
 
World Records 
15-16 Women's Marathon (indoor rowing) Izzy Ahern 3:09.38 
Overall & 20-29 Women's Marathon (indoor rowing) Erin-Monique O'Brien 2:47.18 
5000m Women's Lightweight (indoor rowing) Abbie Pritchard 19:23.1 
6000m Women's Lightweight (indoor rowing) Abbie Pritchard 23.43.9 
 
NZ National Championships (2017 Twizel) 



GOLD Novice Women's 8+ 
GOLD Novice Men's 8+ (Brad) Star/Petone composite 
GOLD Womens Club 8+ 
SILVER Novice Men's 8+ (Hayden) Wellington/Petone composite 
SILVER Womens U22 4x- (Ella) RPC composite 
SILVER Mens Premier 4x- (Troy) RPC composite 
SILVER Mens Premier 8+ (Philip / Troy / James) RPC composite 
SILVER Womens Premier 8+ (Lucy) RPC composite 
BRONZE Mens Prem 2- (James) RPC composite 
BRONZE Mens Prem 4- (Philip) RPC composite 
BRONZE Senior Women's 8+ Star/Petone composite 
BRONZE Mens U22 2- (Philip) RPC composite 
 
South Island Championships 
GOLD James & Philip have made history by being the first NI crew to win gold in the 
Men's Open 2- at the South Island Champs 
SILVER Men's Open 2x (Troy) 
  
North Island Championships (Karapiro) 
SILVER Women's Senior 2- 
BRONZE Women's novice 8+ 
GOLD Womens senior 2x 
BRONZE Women's open 8+ 
SILVER Men's novice 8+ (Brad) 
 
New Zealand Masters Championships (Karapiro) 
BRONZE Womens C 2- 
SILVER Womens Novice 4+  
 
World Masters Games (Karapiro) 
SILVER Women's B 8+ 
SILVER Women's B 4+ 
SILVER Mixed C 2x 
BRONZE Mixed E 8+ (Composite) 


