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PETONE ROWING CLUB  
(INCORPORATED) 

 

MINUTES 

MINUTES OF THE 2016 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
Held at the Club Rooms on 

Sunday 29 May 2016 at 11.00am 

 
Those present: Caroline Robertson, Martha McAnallen, Sarah Houston-Easter 
Gaard, Colin Rofe, Martin Davis, Guy Aitchison, Andrew Bird, Dave Pullar, Colin 
Rofe, Ella Pudney, Reg Kemper, Kevin Stevenson, Astrid Nunns, Matthew Dyer, 
Philippa Argue, Tracy Gardiner, Sarah Coles, Paul Coles, Fiona Bixley, Nick Tainui, 
Caitlin Ross, Drew Duncan, Dave Hanley, Madeline Devery, Charlotte Stevens, John 
Hitchcock, Mid Weber, Rofe Franson, Kathy Coyne, David Williams, Fiona Burney, 
Raewyn Curtis, Richard Devery, Miranda Jakes, Georgia Coyne, Lolen South, Tia 
McDougall,  
 
Apologies: Anna Sissons, Kyra Jones, Peter Kokich    
 
Caroline Robertson welcomed all those present. After establishing that there was a 
quorum of members in attendance she declared the meeting open.  
 
Moved Astrid Nunns, Seconded Kevin Stevenson’s, “that the apologies 
tendered for the meeting be accepted.” Carried 
 
Late Arrival:   Greg Stothers 11.30am 
 
Confirmation of the Minutes of the AGM 2015 
 
The minutes for the previous AGM were taken as read. 
 
Moved, Paul Coles, Seconded Sarah Houston-Eastergaard, “That the minutes 
of the Annual General Meeting held on 24 May 2015, be confirmed as a true and 
correct record of that meeting.” Carried 
 
Correspondence 
 
Letter received from Viv Haar.  Letter read to all present regarding AGM (specifically 
process regarding notification to members, and rule changes). Caroline asked the 
members present based on the correspondence, if they were happy to continue with 
the AGM. 
 

Moved, Sarah Houston-Eastergaard Seconded, Paul Coles. “That the Annual 
General Meeting held today 29th May 2016, continue.” Carried 
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Annual General Meeting Reports 
 
All Annual General Meeting Reports had been made available to all members 
through Petone Rowing Club Website and Facebook.   
 
President’s Report 
 
Caroline made special mention of Parent, Masters and family support in and around 
the clubs success over the past 12 months.  
 
Questions arising out of the report; Yes  
 
Paul Coles asked if John Hitchcock has been recognised for his efforts. 
Caroline had already made special mention of John and what he does around the 
Club 
 

Martin commented Caroline for her leadership and recognised her efforts during the 
season and that her report should be received with acclamation. 
 
 
Moved Martin Davis, Seconded Guy Aitchison, “That the President’s report be 
received.” Carried with acclamation 
 
Club Captain’s Report 
 
Questions arising out of the report No 
 
Guy provided highlights from his report (attached as an Appendix) 
 

Caroline commend Guy and Andrew on their efforts in moving the Club forward this 
season. 
 
Moved John Hitchcock, Seconded Dave Pullar, “That the Club Captain’s report 
is received.” Carried with acclamation   
 
Accounts and Balance Sheet 
 
The Annual Accounts to 31 March 2016 had been circulated and members have had 
time to read the document. 
 
Sarah asked if anyone had questions relating to the accounts.   
 
Questions:  
Martin asked why, the difference between 2015 and 2016 income subscriptions. 
This is due to many of our senior rowers who have left even though we have more 
LTR, huge difference between $650.00 and $150.00 charged. 
 
Dave asked why, the Difference of expense in Subscriptions between 2014 and 
2015. This was due to WRA and NZ rowing subs invoices not paid. But this will 
reflect in the 2016/2017 season once they have been confirmed to be paid. 
(Checking membership against what we have been charged) 
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Moved Guy Aitchison, Seconded Astrid Nunns, “That the accounts and balance 
sheet for the year ended 31 March 2016 which had been circulated prior to the 
meeting be received and approved.” Carried  
 
Notice of Motion: Life Membership – Axel Dickinson and Colin Rofe  
 
Caroline had prepared a paper outlining Axel Dickinson and Colin Rofe history with 
the club. This information had been distributed prior to the meeting.  
  

PETONE ROWING CLUB LIFE 

MEMBERSHIP NOMINEE: Axel Dickinson   

 

YEARS OF SERVICE TO PETONE ROWING CLUB: 

Member since 2005-current (11Years) 

 

POSITIONS HELD BY NOMINEE DURING THIS TIME: 

Coach 2013/14 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS MADE TO PETONE ROWING CLUB: 

Axel’s commitment to achieving his goals and support for Petone Rowing Club has made him an 

Excellent role model for our members. 

 

Axel joined Petone Rowing Club in the 2005/06 season, and quickly discovered his passion for the 

sport, and competitive nature. Axel wears our colors with pride and is a strong advocate for Petone 

Rowing Club. 

 

In 2013/14 Axel was injured following the NZ U23 campaign and took up coaching our Novice 

Women's Squad and the club men’s squad this squad had tremendous success and has resulted in 

Beth Ross, Ella Pudney, Ruby Willis and James McAnallen from these crew all representing NZ as well 

as Troy O’Reilly gaining selection into the Central RPC. 

 

We are proud of Axel and his achievements and hope he feels supported by us in his endeavors. 

Axel’s Rowing New Zealand achievements while a Petone Rowing Club member include: 

● 2010 Youth Olympics (Penrith) 8+, 4x, 1x 

● 2013 World U23 Championships (Trakai, Lithuania) BRONZE 4- 

● 2015 World Cup 2(Varese, Italy) 2- 

● 2015 World Cup 3(Lucerne, Switzerland) 2- 

● 2016 Olympic Qualifying Regatta (Lucerne, Switzerland) 4- 

 

In 2012 Axel was named Wellington Rowing Associations Rower of the Year, and in March 2013 Axel 

set out to break the New Zealand 500 metre ergometer record. The existing record set in 2002 was 

held by Mahe Drysdale and George Bridgewater. Axel broke Mahe’s record of 1 min 18.7s by recording 

1 min 17.5s 

 

Axel hasn’t had an easy rowing career and as a result has suffered knock backs, however, in a typical 

Petone Rowing Club style decided to prove everyone else wrong. Through Axel’s sheer determination, 

he is now part of the New Zealand men’s 4- and has a very real chance of qualifying for the Rio 

Olympics in 2016  

 

I commend Axel Dickinson as being an exceptionally worthy nominee for the honor of becoming a Life 

Member of Petone Rowing Club  

 

Moved Sarah Houston Easter-gaard, Seconded Ella Pudney Greg Stothers “that 
the Club appoint Axel Dickinson as a Life Member of the Petone Rowing Club”  
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PETONE ROWING CLUB LIFE 

MEMBERSHIP NOMINEE: Colin Rofe  

 

YEARS OF SERVICE to PETONE ROWING CLUB: 

2004-current (12years) 

 

POSITIONS HELD BY NOMINEE DURING THIS TIME: 

Colin has served as co-opted committee member for the past 12 years (since 2004-current) 

He has also served several terms on the Wellington Rowing Association 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS MADE TO PETONE ROWING CLUB: 

Thanks to Colin’s strategic and governance advice Petone Rowing Club was named NZ Rowing’s Club 

Of the Year 2014 and a FINALIST in Sport Wellington's Club of the Year 2014 and 2015. 

 

Colin has been recognized for his contribution to the administration of the club with the naming of a 

coxed4+ (Ann Marie Rofe) 

 

When Colin first joined the Committee (with David Pullar) in 2004 there were fewer than 12 athletes  

Rowing out of the club – today we have a thriving and successful club with over 60 active members.  

 

Having never rowed himself, Colin became involved with Petone Rowing Club in 2004 when his 

daughter Lisa joined the PRC novice squad. Lisa rowed for PRC for a number of years and since 

embarked on her O.E – but that didn’t cease the commitment of Colin in of the administrative side of 

the club. 

 

Colin’s hard work and dedication to the Petone Rowing Club is unmeasurable – He also attends every 

Club committee meeting (only missing meetings when there is an emergency at home) in the past 12 

years Colin has only missed a handful of meetings 

 

Without Colin’s governance and advice the Petone Rowing Club would be as successful as it is today 

 

I commend Colin Rofe as being an exceptionally worthy nominee for the honor of becoming a Life 

Member of Petone Rowing Club  

 

Moved Martin Davis, Seconded Sarah Houston Easter-Gaard “that the Club 
appoint Colin Rofe as a Life Member of the Petone Rowing Club”  
 

 

Both nominations were approved by the AGM as worthy recipients. 
  
 
 
 
 
Axel Dickinson accepted his nomination (via Facebook message to Caroline): 
I'm proud to accept my life membership. Petone RC has been a focal point in my life 
over the past 11 years. From the moment I stepped through the door I was 
captivated by the history and by the possibilities in the sport. Helped mould a 14yr old 
dork into a 25yr old dork and completely changed the path that my life has taken. 
Everyone who I rowed with at Petone was older than me and way cooler than me, 
whether they know it or not they helped grow me up and I have lifelong friends 
through those years battling away on the harbour, going nowhere fast but enjoying 
the process of trying, trying, trying.  
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I have always been staunchly proud to call myself a Petone rower. It represents 
going against all odds, challenging the status quo and creating something from just a 
small humble club on NZ worst stretch of water. It's what we don't have is what 
makes us great. It's what we overcome that makes me proud of every rower that 
walks through those doors, it binds us, it doesn't discourage. It's survival of the 
passionate at Petone, always has been and I wouldn't want it any other way." 
 
 
Colin Rofe accepted his nomination at the AGM, and commented what a privilege he 
felt being awarded the honor. Colin commented on his pride in seeing the growth of 
the club during his involvement and that he was pleased to be part of the growth 

 

 
Membership and Subscription Levels for 2016/2017  
 
The following motion had been distributed as a notice of motion prior to the meeting: 
 
Moved Colin Rofe, seconded Guy Aitchison, ‘that the subscriptions for 
membership are set out as table below 2016/2017 season: 
 
 
 
Active Rowers (Senior, Club, Novice) 
$650 Subscription  
 
Masters  
$550 Subscription  
 
RPC + any Associated Costs  
$100.00 
 
Coxswains 
$125 Subscription  
 
LTR (Learn to Row) 
$150 12 week course (payable in advance) 
 
Rowing for Petone based elsewhere 
$290.00  
 
Past Active and Hon Active Membership 
$50 Subscription (This membership includes free entry to the Club’s Prize-giving) 
 
Note: Any un-financial member after 1 September 2016 will not have access to the 
Club facilities or be eligible to represent the club at regattas.’  
 
There being no further discussion, the motion was put and carried 
 
Notice of Motion: To amend the Constitution: 
 
The following motion had been distributed as a notice of motion prior to the meeting: 
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Moved Dave Pullar, seconded Reg Kemper, ‘to amend the constitution: 
 

Section 17: (b) be amended to read that “Not less than thirty (30) days’ 
notice in writing of the Annual General Meeting, shall be given by the 
Secretary to all financial members by electronic means or post to their 
last given address or place of abode as appearing in the clubs records  
   

    Note that “Electronics means” replaces “email” 
 

Moved Matt Dyer, seconded Kevin Stevenson, ‘to amend the constitution: 
 

Section 34: (c) be amended to read “all payments shall be approved by     
any two of four signatories so appointed by the committee for that 
purpose 

 
This replaces the requirement that all monies are to be paid by   
cheque,    but retains the security that comes from having two people 
approve each payment  

     
There was some discussion and concerns on motion 34 (c). There being no further 
discussion, the motion was put and it was carried, with one vote against. 
 
 
Election of Officers 
 
The nominations form had been on the Club Notice board and had been removed 
1pm previous day prior to this meeting. 
 
Caroline Robertson was the only nomination for the position of President.   
 
Greg Stothers was nominated for the position of Vice President. 
 
Guy Aitchison was nominated for the position of Club Captain 
 
Andrew Bird was nominated for the position of Deputy Club Captain. 
 
Martha McAnallen was nominated for the position of Secretary. 
 
Dave Hanley accepted nomination for the position of Assistant Secretary 
 
Raewyn Curtis was nominated for the position of Treasurer. 
 
Andrew Bird, Ella Pudney, Martin Davis were nominated for Selectors (three 
required).  
 
Greg Stothers, Guy Aitchison and Colin Rofe were nominated to the House 
(Building) Committee (2-3)1 
 
Committee nominees were Sarah Houston-Eastergaard, Matt Dyer, Ruby Willis, 
Ella Pudney, Colin Rofe, Martin Davies, Madeline Devery, Tom Walsh, and Troix 
Kokich. Please note if Ella and Ruby selected for the RPC they will be 
unavailable over the summer period  
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All these people were declared duly elected to the positions listed. 
 
 
Building & Plant 
 

 Building 
 

Update from the building committee - Greg provided an updating on the Seismic work 
and what this will entail. 
 
Greg discussed the replacement of the new roof in 2016/17 and the requirement of 
the building to be closed for a short time when this work is carried out. He will liaise 
with the Cafe regarding this. 
 
Moved Guy Aitchison, Seconded Paul Coles, “That the incoming committee 
has the power to undertake appropriate repairs and renovations to the club 
buildings as required.” Carried 
 

 

 Plant 
 
Update from Club Captain 
 
The committee will continue to apply for Grants  
 
Moved Greg Stothers, Seconded Martin Davies, “That the incoming committee 
has the power to purchase equipment, boats etc., as the budget allows.” 
Carried 
 
General Business 
 

Re-imbursement of Expenses 
 
Moved, Colin Rofe, Seconded, Greg Stothers and, “That the reimbursement of 
expenses, ($250 each) for the President, Club Captain, Treasurer and Secretary 
as listed in the Current liabilities, in the Statement of Financial Position, on 
page three of the Petone Rowing Club Annual Accounts, is approved for 
payment Carried 
 

Mr Viv Haar: Caroline made special recognition of the contribution of Mr Haar, who 
has been a member of the club for 50 years. Mr Haar was part of a successful era of 
Petone Rowing Club in the 1970s which saw PRC win the Premier 8+ at the NZ 
National Champs at Horowhenua. He was also selected to represent NZ at several 
world championships and at the Olympic Games. Mr Haar enabled the Club to 
purchase a number of boats in the past through his business Carboglass, and 
contributed to the administration of the Club through various roles on the Committee 
and as a coach over many years. The Committee and members thank Mr Haar for 
his involvement. 
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Membership: A discussion was held about membership. Paul Coles raised the issue 
about the lack of older Club rowers 19-28 year olds and asked if the Club had a 
retention plan in place. Caroline noted that this is a national problem with a 5% drop 
off rate of school leavers remaining in the sport. Caroline welcomed Paul to join a 
future Committee to discuss in more detail and to start progressing mention 
strategies. 
 
 
With no further business the meeting was declared closed at 12.11pm. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2015/16 

Thank you for making us a club of champions: our rowers have stepped up this season 
and have worked hard to reach their goals we 
must continue to work as a team. Petone 
Rowing Club’s strength comes from our unity as a Club. 

The dedication of our Committee members has been outstanding: Sarah 
HustonEastergaard 
(Vice Secretary/Treasurer), Martha McAnallen (Secretary), Greg 
Stothers (VicePresident), 
Guy Aitchison (Club Captain), Andrew Bird (ViceClub 
Captain), 
Colin Rofe, Matt Dyer, Anna Sisson, Martin Davies, and Caroline Robertson (President) 
The efforts of our volunteer coaches ensures our athletes can be the best: Andrew 
Bird, Martin Davies, Nick Tonkin, Ella Pudney, Tracey Gardiner, Matt Dyer, Anna Sisson, 
Peter Rowbotham, Caroline Robertson, and Ross Collinge. 
Our parent / adult volunteers have tirelessly helped behind the scenes: Phillipa & Paul 
Coles (towing boats), Dale Gyton (event organisation), John Hitchcock (boat repairs), Kyra 
Jones, Francee Pilcher and Mary Brice (Coordination 
of the Masters Squad and 
fundraising), Nikki Tainui, Raewyn Curtis, Sandra Stevenson, Martha & Pete McAnallen, 
Matt Dyer (Club Kit), Kevin Stevenson (towing boats). Apologies if I have left anyone off the 
list. 
CLUB MANAGEMENT: 

At the end of the 2014/15 season we lost a number of our senior rowers (to overseas 
adventures) and experienced committee members (who have decided after many years of 
service it is time to step back from the administration of the Club). As a Committee we 
agreed that the 2015/16 would need to be viewed as a rebuilding 
year for the Club (with a 
big focus on recruitment of novice rowers). 
In fact, the 2015/16 season has been another hugely successful season for Petone Rowing 
Club. Our membership has continued to grow with an influx of novice women, who formed a 
very competitive 8+ under the guidance of Ella Pudney and Ross Collinge. 
The Committee contributes the Club’s successes and growth to taking a holistic approach to 
membership and the Club’s two main core beliefs (being a grassroots Club / taking a hard 

nosed attitude towards training). 
Holistic approach: We have a range of programmes for members from learn to row, novice, 
junior, club, senior and representation in the RPC through to an active Masters programme. 
At the start of 2015/16 we committed to a planned recruitment drive for more novice rowers 
through the development of a more structure Learn to Row programme. This has been 
hugely successful with both intakes exceeding expectations. 
Core Beliefs: Working hard to achieve your goals is critical to success, PRC is inclusive, 
collaborative, and competitive. Rowing is a team sport and the Club recognises that having 
an active and engaged committee and volunteers has been key to our successes. 
Competing for the Club is the first priority, while the Club does cater for school crews this is 
not a focus until the NZ Nationals has been completed. The Club’s athletes enjoy the 
comrade that comes with competing as a Club and members from junior squads, senior 
crews through to masters are able to train and compete together taking 
pride in wearing the 
Club’s colours. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Page No: 10 - Minutes of the Petone Rowing Club Inc. AGM, held on 29 May 2016 

DEVELOPMENT & UTILISATION OF AMENITIES & EQUIPMENT: 

We have continued to promote water safety around the Club and hosted a Capsize Drill at 
the Naenae pool for the second year members’ 

were shown the safe way to exit/reenter 
a 
boat in the event of a capsize. Coaches have also attended a WRA Coach Boat course and 
some have completed a RNZ Level 1 coaching course. 
We are continuing to update our gold leaf NZ Rep honours board and are investigating ways 
in which to preserve our existing boards through seeking funding for conservation work. 
We are investigating and sourcing a supplier to provide Club Blazers. 
We have a new Club Kit supplier (JL racing) and are working with them to streamline 
ordering and sponsorship opportunities 
The new cafe (Seashore Cabaret) above the rowing club has been thriving thanks to new 
owners and renovations – the Club has continued to successfully manage this arrangement. 

Greg STothers work very hard to ensure the smooth transition with the new tenants and I am 
very thankful of his efforts. 
FINANCIAL CONTROL: 

Control systems: As the Club is an Incorporated Society it’s accounts are audited on a 

regular basis. All meetings are minuted and a formal constitution provides overarching 
principles. 
All our members are fully paid (or have payment plans set up). 
Our Masters members fundraised with a Movie Night, and Stall at the Petone Fair towards 
attending their National Championships. Our Henley Crew undertook significant fundraising 
to enable their trip to Henley. 
PERSONNEL INVOLVEMENT: 

The Committee provides the day to day running of the Club, and the Club Captain has 
overall responsibility for crews and plant. 
The main leadership beliefs within the Club is that of collaboration the 
coaches meet on a 
regular basis to get feedback from each other and work as a team, the committee meets 
regularly and tasks are distributed based on capacity, and the rowers themselves work in a 
squad structure which is very teamwork oriented. 
PROMOTION OF THE CLUB: 

Media: 

● We are regularly featured in the Hutt news. 
Online: 

● We have continued to update our website to www.petonerowing.club this site 

provides a great source of information for our rowing community. 
● We have an active Facebook page which is updated on a regular basis with Club 

news and our successes. 
● We use Facebook group pages to communicate with squad members to arrange 

training and communicate club news and information. 
Events: 

● We hosted our 4th Annual Pizza Night (September 2015) where we took the 

opportunity to discuss Health and Safety with our members. 
● We hosted a large cocktail / formal prize giving with over 90 past and present 
members celebrating this year’s successes (May 2016). 

Sponsorship: 

● King Toyota Lower Hutt kindly 

donated the use of a tow vehicle for getting our trailer 
to/from major regattas. 
● Pac’N’Save Petone kindly 

donated $5,000 towards boat repairs and maintence. 
● Pelorus Trust grant 

of $10,000 for quad riggers, new sculls, electronics and beach 
trailer 
Engagement with other clubs: 

● Petone Rowing Club has strong and consistent representation at Wellington Rowing 
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Association meetings. 
● We engage with other clubs regionally and took part in regional composite crews with 

Horowhenua, Wellington, Wairau and Porirua at the NI/NZ Club Championships and 
the NZ Masters Championships. 
● We have regular training camps and share facilities with Union and Horowhenua 
I would like to make some personal thank yous 

● Greg Stothers for 

your efforts with the Building and assisting with the lease 
arrangements and seismic strengthening thank 
you for your leadership in this 
space. 
● Kyra Jones for 

your help in managing the Masters Squad, you have been a huge 
help with getting this squad organised for training camps and at boat loading. The 
masters in general are excellent at assisting around the Club and are an undervalued 
asset to the Club thank 
you for all the small things that you get done from boat 
maintenance to building work, cleaning the changing rooms, arranging the WOF on 
the trailer, and everything else. 
● Guy and Andrew you 

have shared the load of Club Captain and 
the Club is 
thriving. Thank you for the hours of time that you have poured into the Club to ensure 
we are able to operate. You are not thanked enough for your efforts. Thank you for 
your time and unsurmountable efforts you put into the club. 
● Martin for 

pushing the H&S agenda this 
will be an ongoing task, but something we 
are getting a better handle on and your input in this area is appreciated. 
● Tracey your 

passion for moving the club forward in several areas (Risk 
management and Learn to Row) has been fantastic. 
● My family (Stewart) thanks 

for providing me with the time and flexibility to contribute 
to Petone Rowing Club. The Administration of the club is rewarding, but demanding. 
When I (and the other administrators, Coaches and Volunteers) contribute to the 
administration of the club we are taking time away from our families and our partners 
these 
are people that let us spin many plates at once and are the unsung heroes of 
PRC. 
I hope you all feel proud of what you have achieved together on the water (and off the water) 
and will continue to wear our club colours with pride! 
Caroline Robertson 

President, Petone Rowing Club 

27 April 2016 
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ON/OFF WATER PERFORMANCES (May 2014 May 

2015) 

Awards 

FINALIST Hutt City Sports Awards 2016 Emerging Sportswomen of the Year (Lucy Bird) 
WINNER Hutt City Sports Awards 2016 Young Volunteer of the Year (Ella Pudney) 
International regatta 

2015 Henley Royal Regatta, Henley, United Kingdom, Mens Senior 4( 
T. O’REILLY, P. 
O’REILLY, J. SAUNDERS, E. CADE) 

NZ Elite, U21 and Junior Regattas 

2015 North Vs South Series (Karapiro) 4x (L. BIRD) 
2015 U21 Transtasman 
Series (Sydney, Australia) 2/ 
4/ 
8+ (E. PUDNEY) 
2015 World Junior Championships (Rio de Janeiro, Brazil) 2( 
R. WILLIS) 
2015 World U23 Championships (Plovdiv, Bulgeria) 4( 
B. ROSS) 
2015 World Cup 2 (Varese, Italy) 4x( 
E.M O’BRIEN) 
2015 World Cup 3 (Lucerne, Switzerland) 4x( 
E.M O’BRIEN) 

2015 World Rowing Championships (Aiguebelette, France) 4x( 
E.M O’BRIEN) 

2015 World Cup 2 (Varese, Italy) 2( 
A. DICKINSON) 
2015 World Cup 3 (Lucerne, Switzerland) 2( 
A. DICKINSON) 
2016 Olympic Qualifying Regatta (A. DICKINSON) 
Regional Performance Centre (Central) members for 2015/16 

ErinMonique 
O’Brien 
James McAnallen 
Beth Ross 
Ella Pudney 
Lucy Bird 
Axel Dickinson 
Phillip Wilson 
New Zealand Summer Squad for 2015/16 

ErinMonique 
O'Brien 
New Zealand Elite, U21, and U23 trials (March/April 2016) 

ErinMonique 
O’Brien 

Axel Dickinson (Selected Mens Elite 4) 
James McAnallen (Selected U23) 
Phillip Wilson (Selected U23) 
Beth Ross (Selected U23) 
Ruby Willis 
Ella Pudney 
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New Zealand National Championships (2016) KARAPIRO 
Petone took 21 athletes (8 Club Women, 9 Novice Women, 3 Club Men, and 1 Senior rower) the 
National Club Championships. 
Overall, Petone Rowing Club members represented our club in 26 events, making 16 A finals 
and winning 12 medals. 
Of the 8 A Finals we qualified for our club rowers won medals in 5 events. 
● GOLD MS1x (Troy) 
● GOLD MS4( 
Composite) 
● BRONZE WN8+ 
● BRONZE WU194+ 
● BRONZE MP4( 
Composite) 
We also had 7 athletes representing Petone in Regional Performance Centres across NZ (Beth 
Ross, Ruby Willis, ErinMonique 
O'Brien, Phillip Wilson, James McAnallen, Axel Dickinson, and 
Lucy Bird). 
Our RPC athletes rowing under PRC colours achieved the following: 
● GOLD WP8+ (and a Red Coat for Lucy Bird) 
● GOLD WU20 2( 
Beth) 
● GOLD WU22 4( 
Beth) 
● SILVER MU22 2( 
James) 
● BRONZE MP8+ (Philip / James) 
● BRONZE WP4x( 
EM) 
● BRONZE WU22 4x( 
Ruby) 

North Island Championships (2016) WHANGANUI 

● A FINAL Mens U22 1x 
● A FINAL Women’s Club 4x● 
A FINAL Women’s Club 4x● 
A FINAL Women’s Novice 4+ 
● A FINAL Women’s Novice 4x 
● A FINAL Women's Club 1x 
● GOLD Women’s U15 4+ 
● GOLD Women’s Senior 4x● 
GOLD Women’s Senior 2● 
SILVER Women’s Club 4+ 
● SILVER Women's Lwt 1x 
● BRONZE Women's Novice 8+ 
● BRONZE Women's Club 8+ 
● BRONZE Women’s Senior 4xBanklink 

NZ Masters Championships (Sept 2015) TWIZEL 

● GOLD Mens Novice 4+ 
● GOLD Womens A 4x● 
SILVER Women’s D 4+ 
● SILVER Womens D 8+ 
● BRONZE Womens D 8+ 
● BRONZE Mixed Novice 4+ 

NORTH ISLAND Masters Crews: Caroline Robertson, Kyra Jones, Phillipa Argue, Tracey 
Gardiner, Matt Dyer, Peter Rowbotham. 
Master Legions Regatta (April 2016) HAMILTON 

● GOLD Women’s New Masters 4+ 
● GOLD Men’s New Masters 4+ 
● GOLD Men’s DH 1 
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Club Captain Report 2015/16 
With the changing of the watch there have been a number of changes within the Club. The 
loss of those senior club rowers to greener fields, the changing of our resident tenant 
upstairs. Have all result in some major changes within the Club. 
 
Sometimes we overlook the input our senior club rowers bring to the Club and never fully 
appreciated their input until such time it has been removed. While we celebrate the Boys 
success at Henley, a real eye opener to what can be achieved. We also acknowledge the 
loss of experience the senior male and female rowers brought to the club. I'd like to thank 
those masters who have stepped up to fill some of the void left by their departure. And 
the ongoing support offered by our international and high performance club members, 7 
this season. Who are always happy to make time for the club whenever their busy 
schedule allows. 
 
We welcome on board Matt and his team at Seashore Cabaret we believe this will be a win 
win relationship and look forward to the ongoing development of the Club Shed and its 
facilities. With the necessary rental holiday during the redevelopment period and the 
necessary Earthquake strengthening report closely followed by the actual design concept 
drawings and specifications, the clubs cash flow has been truly tested. Resulting in a 
rather guarded procurement year, our policy has been if a grant isn’t possible make do and 
yet I'm sure that most members would agree that it hasn’t felt that way. 
 
Going forward we have a number of boats in line for refurbishment, the Janet having just 
been completed. Including the purchase of a new racing and 2 second hand training singles 
grants willing. With the Earthquake Strengthening proposed to take place over the winter 
of 2017, it would be prudent for the club to undertake some major redevelopment of the 
clubs facilities at the same time including new racking and possibly new bathrooms. At 
the time of writing this report we are on schedule to have all of the clubs boats in a row 
able condition by the end of May. I would personally like to thank John Hitchcock for his 
help in achieving this target. In the coming year steps will also be taken to improve the 
resources in the Gym. 
 
As previously acknowledged the loss of our senior club rowers at the end of last season has 
left some big shoes to fill. Once again PRC has lived up to its billing as a "Club of 
Champions" At the New Zealand Nationals the club rower including RPC entered 26 events, 
making 16 A Finals and wining 12 medals. A special mention to the Women Novice 8+ 
achieving bronze a great result and bodes well for the future. Not forgetting the Masters 
whose numbers are going from strength to strength achieving 6 medals at their Nationals 
in Twizel September 2015. 
 
As always a club is not a club without all those unsung heroes behind the scenes and I take 
this opportunity to thank everyone who has helped with the smooth running of the club. I 
would personally like to acknowledge Caroline Robertson our President and Andrew Bird 
our head coach and VC whose help has made my job so much easier. 
 
Guy Aitchison 
Club Captain 
Petone Rowing Club May 2015/16 


